Achieving Change Together
ClassACT HR79(CA79) seeks tonourish relationships amongHR79 classmatestocreate and
support positive change byaddressing local, national, and international problems.

Issue 3: January/February 2021 Newsletter

As Covid-19 continues to present a serious danger throughout the
country and world, we hope that you, your family, and your friends
are safe and healthy and are taking measures to limit the spread.

In This Newsletter





We're gearing up for our February 23 conversation with classmate
Ray McGuire.
Read an update about Andy Calkins and the
HowShouldIVotewebsites.
Check out a report on a community philanthropy started
by Rachel Sagan.
Take a look at CA79 Under the Hood.

A Conversation With Ray McGuire,
Candidate for NYC Mayor
Our classmate Ray McGuire (also HLS/HBS 84) has joined the crowded
field to become the next mayor of The City of New York, and we wanted to give
you a chance to hear from him.
NPR host Michel Martin HR80 has agreed to lead a conversation with
Ray so you have a chance to learn about his journey pre- and post-Harvard, his
career in finance, and how he came to his decision to run. We hope you'll add
your questions to Ray in the Zoom Q&A or submit your questions when you
register here.
Notable among his other achievements before leaving finance was Ray's work
on a recent landmark Citi report that states racial inequity has cost the U.S.

GDP $16 trillion over the last 20 years. Read Ray's foreword to "Closing the
Racial Inequality Gaps" before the Zoom event.
During our conversation, we'll also hear from Ray about his plans to revitalize
New York, now in its greatest economic challenge since the '70s; invest in the
next generation; promote a safer city that respects its citizens; and other issues
vital to New York and other American cities.

CA79 does not endorse political candidates or movements, but we do
consider it a matter of public interest to hear from and feature classmates
running for or holding public office or otherwise working in voter engagement.

More Undecided-Voter Outreach, This Time
in Georgia
In our last newsletter, we reported how CA79 member Andy Calkins led a
volunteer team (including other classmates) to reach almost 70,000 undecided
voters in key swing states in the Presidential election with what Andy
called “calm, no-yelling, reality-driven facts and analysis” through their website
called HowShouldIVote2020.org.
As the nation shifted its focus to Georgia’s senate run-off elections in January,
which determined the balance of power in the U.S. Senate, Andy and his
group launched a similar effort with HowShouldIVoteGA.org. The
site ended up serving more than 10,000 undecided voters, more than twice the
Georgians who checked out the 2020 site in the November election.
To learn more about the HowShouldIVote websites and find out
about Andy’s next steps, check out the story on our website.

A New Venture Investing in Massachusetts
Girls and Women
We received word from CA79 member Rachel Sagan about a community
philanthropy she started with a partner, and which has recently turned into
Rachel's full-time gig. Here's Rachel's report:

As a community activist and front-line fundraiser, I was moved by the
significant and under-resourced needs of women and girls in Metrowest
Boston. The Metrowest Women’s Fund (MWF) addresses this funding gap and
serves as a local philanthropy with a gender lens.
MWF invests in women and girls through education, grant making, community
building, and strategic partnerships. The mission is to identify the needs of
women and girls in the Metrowest and raise resources to meet those needs. Our
work is more relevant than ever as we address persistent issues that the
pandemic has worsened for women and girls from low incomes.
Impact areas include education—opportunity for low-income, first-generation
women; needs of middle-school girls; and safety from violence, covering
domestic violence, sexual assault, and commercial sex trade.

To give us an idea of their impact, Rachel included a note from Rayanne, an
MWF scholarship recipient: “I worked full time and attended school, to the
maximum extent possible—paying for as many classes as I could afford. I know
how easy it is to quit and give up on your dreams because I have experienced it.
I want to also say thank you from the bottom of my heart to the people who
help dreams come."
Metrowest Women's Fund launched in March 2019 and received non-profit tax
status in February 2020.

CA79 Under the Hood
We're Growing—Get Involved! At this writing, CA79 is about 180 members
strong, and we continue to expand our outreach. We invite all HR79
classmates to sign up on our website today. When you join your
classmates, you'll be able to see the CA79 member directory and other
member-only content we're working on. For more about us—and how to
get more involved—check out our FAQ page.
We hope the second half of this year will bring the ability to get together in
person, but in the meantime we're looking at beefing up our tech capabilities
for online events, planning more online programs, and thinking of other ways
to rally our classmates. And so we'd like to hear from you. Please email
us if you want to work with us on online events in any capacity—or have a great
idea of your own. Here's our list:





New CA79 project ideas: Do you have a great problem-solving
project in mind that can involve CA79 members?
Personal HR79 outreach: Would you like to be part of the CA79
personal outreach team to encourage other classmates to join? We're
working on plans to contact them one-on-one and could use your help.
Video production: Could you help produce/edit short videos for the
CA79 YouTube channel highlighting our mission and showcasing
interviews with classmates working on creative problem solving?







Financial assistance: Would you be willing to contribute to CA79 to
help defray administrative costs (costs for administrative help, website,
and online events)?
Administrative assistance: Do you know a responsible person
interested in part-time work to help with admin tasks and technical
support?
Assistance with ClassACT Quizzes: Do you have an area of
expertise related to positive social change or other pressing
issues? Want to help entertain and educate your classmates? We’re
looking for people to help us pilot a new “ClassACT Quizzes" newsletter
feature. It'll be brief, we promise—not bluebook length!

Feel free to share this newsletter with classmates, and then, if you
haven't already, log on today and invite others to join CA79.

CA79 Initial Leadership
Jules Chatelain, Elena (Nini) N. Cohen, Alan Drummer, David Frutkoff, Rachel
Kemp, Peter Kelley, Dorien Nunez, Gwill York
The work CA79 engages in will be a process that evolves and is determined
based on how you, the members, want us to move forward together.

Contact Us
If you prefer, leave us a message at (617) 299-6411.
We look forward to working with you.

ClassACTHR79.org
Achieving Change Together
ClassACTHR79@gmail.com
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, pleaseemail uswith the subject line
"Unsubscribe."

